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Afloat Training Group gets new Commodore

By JO1 PAUL JOHNSON,
CFAY Public Affairs

float Training Group
Western Pacific got a new
commander last Friday, as

Capt. David D. Bigelow assumed
command from Capt. Andrew G.
Sevald in a ceremony held at
Yokosuka’s Fleet Theater.

The ATGWP crew attended the
ceremony, along with VIPs from a
number of area commands and
representatives of the Japan Maritime
Self Defense Force (JMSDF).
Commander, Afloat Training Group
Pacific, Commodore Ted Serfass
served as guest speaker for the change
of command.

Capt. Bigelow said he jumped at
the chance to command ATGWP.
“When the assignment officer asked if
I was interested in the job at ATG
WESTPAC,” the Seattle native said,
“the answer was easy: Yes!”

Capt. Ted Serfass, Commander, Afloat Training Group
Pacific (far left), salutes the national ensign during the

ATGWP change of command ceremony.

Bigelow relieved Capt. Andrew G. Sevald during the

ceremony at the Fleet Theater last Friday. (

by PH2 Greg Mitchell, Fleet Imaging Center Pacific

oo b bttt

oooooooOocrFAYOD OO

gbbooooobomscAlmoognog
gbooooboobomobooogooo
gobooooobooomooooooog
goooobooooooboomoooo
goboboMmomoooobobooooboo
goooscAlbgooooooooooo
gooono
moooooooooboooomoog
gobooooboomuooboboobooo
goobooooosscAlbooopoooon
gogooobboobbobbomobooo
gboooboomooboboobmFiscy
googomcAl b onooooonooong
gooooo
gboboboboooobooboobbOd
goobbooooooooboobomob
gboooooooboooooboobooon

Although he kept his remarks
brief, the new C.O. said he was eager
to get started in his new job. “I very
much look forward to this new
opportunity to serve our country and
our Navy,” he said. “I am at once
excited at, and humbled by, the
opportunity of serving in command
and facing the challenges ahead, in
this very important region.”

Capt. Bigelow is no stranger to the
region; this is his second tour in
Japan. From 1993-1995, he was
assigned to Battle Force Seventh
Fleet (CTF-70), forward deployed to
Yokosuka as Bilateral Exercise
Planning Officer and Senior Watch
Officer. He deployed to the Persian
Gulf as part of the USS Independence
Battle Group, in support of Operation
Southern Watch, and acted as
Planning Officer for 20 Naval
exercises with eight different Pacific
Rim and Indian Ocean allies.

“I also look forward to working
with the professionals of the Japan
Maritime Self
Defense Force, in
matters of mutual
interest,” he said.
“In my previous
tour in Japan, I
had several
opportunities to
work with JMSDF.
Those experiences
were very reward-
ing, and I learned
a lot. I look
forward to work-
ing with you.”
Outgoing
ATGWP Commo-
dore, Capt.
Sevald, a native of
Detroit, Mich.,
U.S. Navy photo who assumed
) command on Feb.

Capt. David D.
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Capt. Ted Serfass, Commander, Afloat Training Group Pacific, congratulates
Capt. Andrew G. Sevald (left) as he is relieved as Commander, Afloat Training

Group Western Pacific by Capt. David D. Bigelow (far left). (

U.S. Navy photo by

PH2 Greg Mitchell, Fleet Imaging Center Pacific )

4, 2000, said that his tour has been a
rewarding one. He credited the
success of ATGWP’s mission to his
crew and the command’s strong ties
with others.

The sideboys of Afloat Training Group
Western Pacific pipe aboard their new
Commodore, Capt. David D. Bigelow, as
he relieves Capt. Andrew G. Sevald of
command of ATGWP during a change
of command ceremony at the Fleet
Theater last Friday. ( U.S. Navy photo
by PH3 Lamel J. Hinton, Fleet Imaging
Center Pacific )
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“I have learned since coming to
Japan and to ATG that with people, it
is the strength of our relationships
that creates excellence,” he said.
“During my tour here, those
relationships were strong and they are
of what I am most proud.”

Capt. Sevald expressed some
regret at leaving the command he
helmed for the past 15 months.
“ATG, my time with you was too
short,” he said. “Each of you has
had a very personal and very
significant role in shaping an
organization that achieved a level
of excellence that I did not think
attainable. As a result I am forever
changed and forever grateful.”

Although Capt. Sevald is leaving
ATGWP, he isn’t traveling very far to
reach his next duty assignment — that
of commanding officer of USS Blue
Ridge (LCC-19).

Volunteer auctioneer Fredric Collins keeps track of
bidders as kimono-clad Sullivans Elementary
substitute teacher Merrie Colleran displays one of the
pieces for sale during the art auction.

See English translation Page 6
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